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The PrxIiNnTER to the Reaper 


Es IS Letter was brought to me »etween three 
and four Years ſince, to be printed without 
any name to it. But the Writer of it hath ſince been 
prevailed with to ſet his name to it, to give the more 
credit to the matters of fat related in it ; the truth 
whereof was ſomewhat doubted becauſe there was none 
to own it. Towards the end you will find ſome Diſcourſe | 
concerning the Sacrament f the Lords Supper, which - 
the Lord Biſhop hath much enlarged in the Legacy to . 
his Diocels newly printed... 
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Am very ſorry to find that the Books I di- 
rected you to, do not give you full fatis- 
faction, but ſtill you preſs me to ſay ſome- 
> thing of my own ; and what can I fay that 

WS hath not” been already ſaid? Really moſt 
of the Books that are written in theſe latter days of the 
World, are'but as the ſame Cards ſhutfiled and dealt 
into a new Game. -But'you tell me, their Difcourſes 
are ſolong, as you cannot carry them - in- your remem- 
brance, the Quotations: ſo numerous, pro and con, as 
there is noend in ſearching after them ; their Diſtini-» 
ons and way of arguing- many times intricate; and ſeem 
to you rather ſubtil Evaſions, than ſolid Anſwers : in 
ſum, they do not fſatisfie, nor work much upon your 
Underſtanding. In anſwer whereto, I muſt confeſs, I 
have found by experience, that Mens Heads are like 
Locks with ſeveral Wards, which no Key will open, 
but one fitted to thoſe very Wards : So Mens Under» 
ſtandings mult be fitted and opened with ſuch a way of 
arguing, as ſuits with their Apprehenfions and Fancy ; 
and many times it happens, that weaker Arguments, in 
a method agreeable unto them, prevail more than the 
Scholaſtick preſſing form. This gives me ſome encou- 
ragement-to ſet Pen to Paper, with hopes that I 'may 
chance to light on that Method, as may give you more 
agreeable fatisfaCtion , eſpecially you ſo much deſiring, 
it : weak Remedies, ſtrongly: fancied for good,” have 
done greatCures, when Learned Phylicians have failed. 
T ſhall be as brief as may. be, and the rather becauſe. 
A.'3: longer - 
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longer labour may have as little ſucceſs, as the larger 
Tradts of others have hal. © © . 

You ſeem much to applaud and lean on Dotor 
Thornudick's Judgment, who in his Juſt Weights, con- 
demns thoſe who charge the Papiſts with Idolatry, and 
therein both wrongfully accuſe them, and alſe caſt a 
wrong and foul Prejudice on our Church, and by nece(- 
fary conſequence make it no Church : For, if the Papiſts 
be Idolaters, their Church 1s not a true ſaving Church, it 
15'no Church 3 Idolatry, as he conceives, being incon- 
{iſtent with a ſaving Church 5 *tis as a deadly poyſon, 
which preſently deſtroys the vitals and brings inevitable 
death, And then, if the Papal Church be no ſaving 
Church, no Church now, they were none when thoſe 
of the Reformation came out of it, their Church being 
the ſame then as 'tis now , and fo conſequently our 
"Church can be no Church, coming out from theirs 
which is none. : Wherefore Dr. Thorndick 1s very de- 
fGrous.that the Papiſts groſs erroneous Worſhip ſhould be 
called Superſtition rather than Idolatry;for firſt,this grie- 
vous accuſation much incenſes them, by making them 
no Church, and makes our Diviſion the wider, and cuts 
off all hopes of Reconciliation with them 3 Secondly, 
it makes by conſequence.our Church no Church, as he 
ſaid, we deſcending from them, | 

As tothe firſt, I wonder, that this good Man, ſo know- 
ing in Roman Principles, could hope for Reconciliati- 
on with them, but by wholly ſubmitting to themsfor their 
Prime Principle being Infallibility, whereon all that 
Babel is built, the pulling down of any one Pinacle e- 
radicates the very Foundation 3 all being ſolink'd to- 
gether with Infallibilnty, that one and all falls together, 
'Tis therefore bootleſs to talk of meeting them half- 
way, or three quarters and a half, who are ſo fet- 


tered to this Infallible Pillar 3 you mult be chained 
to 


[3] 
eo-it alſo, no other way of being one with them. 
As to the ſecond, of nullifying their Church by Ido- - 
latry, and our ownalſoas from them : if they by their 
Infallible Spirit will declare the conſequence againſt 
themſelves, let it be ſo, but fear it not againſt us. They 
cannot deny but the Head of their Church Pope Mar- 
cellinns, from whom their Popes ever ſince deſcended, 
was an Idolater in the grofleſt ſence, ſacrificing to a 
Heathen Idol in the time of Dziocleſga's perſecution 3 if 
this makes them no Church, let them be no Church : 
but then we are none: hold there; I am not bound to. 
grant ( though I paſs) the Antecedent, much lefs the 
Conſequent, Firſt, *tis not fo eaſie and quick a thing - 
to determine what nullifies a Church, ſome things are 
plain and eaſie,ſome not. 'Tis certain, the Jewiſh Church 
in our Saviours time.,was a Church wherein ſalvation was 
to be had;for our Saviour bid the people then hearken to 
thoſe Hko ſat in Moſes Chair, and do what they thence 
commanded;yet they were guilty of devilliſh practices &_ 
opinions alſo; but ſtill they believ'd in the only true God, 
and acknowledged his holy Word, though they notori- 
oufly ſwerved from it. And 'tis as certain,that the genera- - 
lity of the Jewiſh Church did often fall into Idolatry, 
yet they continued ſtill a Church to our Saviours days,as 
I ſhewed before: fo that for my part I dare not preſume 
to draw the exact Circular line of a Church, over which - 
the Tranſprefſion makes it ceaſe to-bea ſaving Church : 
but as I ſaid above, ſome caſes are clear 3 General Infide- 
lity, as torenounce God and his Chriſt, doubtleſs makes - 
it ceaſe to be a Church 3 but Idolatry, though it be as | 
general as in Elijah's days, when he conceived himſelf + 
only free from Baal-worſhip, doubtleſs doth make it not - 
ceaſe tobe a Church : For we do not find that the Prieſts. 
and Levites were conſecrated a new after their defecti- 
on to Idolatry. And therefore with Dr. T —_— | 
good . 


[4] 
-good lieve, though we deſcend from a Church too-tos 
much given to Idolatry, yet ourBiſhops conſecrated by 
them need no more a new Conſecration, than thoſe 
Jewiſh Prieſts who were molt certainly poltuted with 
Idolatry 3 but relinquiihing their Idolatry, and with 
penitential hearts ſacrificing to the true God, were re- 
conciled againto God, and in mercy accepted by . the 
Divine Goodneſs. Who then can doubt that thoſe Bi- 
ſhops of this Nation, who with penitent hearts -re- 
nounc'd the-Romitſh 1dolatry, and ſo zealouſly embrac'd 
the truth of the Goſpel, and God's ſincere Worſhip in 
Spirit and 4n Truth, as to die indefence of it, I ſay, 
who can doubt but through the infinite goodneſs of the 
ſame merciful God, eur Reformed Biſhops were like- 
wiſe accepted by him, and thenceforth acknowledged 
true and faithful Shepherds of his Church. Wherefore 
I hope you will be no more terrified with Dr. Thorn- 
dick's Bug-bear, the nullifying of our Church, which 
hath been, and I hope will continue a Church, pro» 
felling One God the 'Creator of all, one Lord Feſus 
Chriſt the Saviour of all, one Faith, one Baptiſm, 

And now I ſhall ſet before your eyes no Bug-bear, 
but a juſt fear of the Romiſh Idolatry , which pious 
Dr. Thorrdick,, out of a zealous delire of Unity (which 
1s impoſlible ) would willingly cloak under a milder 
and leſs hateful name. I am as willing to ſpeak the 
truth in love as he, yet I muſt not out of love to Uni- 
ty conceal the truth, or palliate falſhood, but clearly 
ſet forth the Romiſh groſs erroneous practice of Idola- 
try,whichtheir Doors daub over with plauſible words, 
and make this heavy fin appear as light as a feather; I 
beſcech you read and ponder it well,and doubtleſs your 
neck and ſhoulders will tremble atthe weight, 
. The Papilts take it very heinouſly to be called Idola- 
ters, becaulc in Scripture the word Idolatry is applied, 
as 


['S J 
as' they ſay, only to-Heathens, who denyed the” true 
God aud worſhipped falſe Gods. But I deſire the Pa- 
-piſts to tell me, whether S$o/omm0z was not guilty. of I 
dolatry, in worſhipping the Gods of his Wives, though 
.he himſelf believed in the true God. And who doubts 
-but.a Chriſtian believing aright in Ged and Chriſt may 
-be guilty of Idolatry, as many true believing Chriſti- 
ans were in the horrible perſecutions under -Heathen 
-Emperors, meerly out of fear ſacrificing unto them and 
their Gods, whom they abhorred in their hearts. And 
certainly the Papiſts Idolatry is a-degree beyond this, 
for they worſhip the Saints both outwardly and inward- 
ly with their-hearts : and moreoverT may truly ſfay,they 
worſhip falſe Gods, as the Heathens did ; for though 
the Papifts do not call them Gods in word, yet they 
make them Gods by deed, by their worſhip, as you 
ſhall ſee by and by. Idolatry is an aft of worſhip, not 
of belief ; error in belief is called Hereſfie or Infideli- 
ty, error in worſhip 1s Superſtition or Idolatry. And 
though Idolatry, originally taken, {ignifieth the wor- 
ſhipping of an Idol, yet tis commonly taken in a larger 
ſence, as to give divine Worſhip toany Creature. Now 
whether youcall this Creature God or not, this matters 
Not, for *tis not the Name but the Worſhip given 
to it, makes it Idolatry; Covetouſneſs in Scripture is 
called Idolatry, yet no man believes or calls Money a 
God,but in effe& makes it a God by truſting in it, which 
15 a principal part of our duty to God, to truſt in him. 
And ſo a man is ſaid to Idolize his Prince by truſting in 
his favour; and ſo the Papiſts are ſaid to Idolize the 
Saints and Bleſſed Virgin, by praying and truſting to 
them in time of trouble, which -God requires of us as 
due to himſelf; and it were leſs {inful ( nay not fin- 
ful at all in ſome ſence) to call the Saints Gods, than to 
truſt in them and pray to them ; for our Saviour —_ 
B | cl 
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ſUF declared out of Scripture, that *rwas not unlawful 
to apply the name of God unto men ; 7 /aid ye are Gods. 
And the Heathens, who called their Heroes Gods, and 
facrificed unto them, did: believe them to be men, but 
of ſingular Vertue , for which after their death they 


were taken by the ſupreme God into Heaven ; and on 


this behalf the people ſacrificed to them,gave them di- 
vine Worſhip ;- juſt as the Papiſts do now their Saints, 
declared to be ſa by the Roman Confiſtory.And as the an- 


cient Roman Senate Deified many as Heroes in Heaven, _ 


who were damned in Hell;'tisnotaltogether improbable, 
Iam ſure 'tis not impoſſible,but that ſome declar'd by the 
Roman Conſiſtory for Saints in Heaven, may be in the 


lame diſmal Dungeon ; the hearts of men are known 


only to God ; the holieſt outward Profeſſor may have a 
Devils heart : for as the Devil can transform himſelf 
into an Angel of Light,ſo may a Devilliſh man. As for 
the Popes Infalibility in the caſe, declaring ſucha one 


for a Saint, I will not now enter into that diſpute, I will. 
only ask the queſtion, why , if the Pope cannot. erre . 


in the Caſe, doth he put the Inquiſitors of the FRozato 
that exceſſive trouble, as. to make diligent ſearch ſeye- 
ral years together, before he determine the point, as if 
he himſelf feared ( however others confidently believe ) 


that his pretended holy Spirit may erre in the matter ?. 


But I return to my bulinels. 


Idolatry then is an a& of wrong Worſhip, not of. 


wrong Belief; and as Solomon and other right beliey- 
ing Jews were guilty of Idolatry, by giving divine Wor- 
ſhip to Creatures, ſo may right believing Papilts,if they 
in ike mannergive divine Worſhip to Creatures, though 


they do not believe them Gods: for he that believes 1n- 


God aright, that believes him to be the Creator of all 
things, cannot believe any thing elſe to be God in this 
{ence,'tis a flat contradiction , for that thing would be 
a. Crea- 


: ..v 
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a*Creator andno Creator, being created, a God and no 
God. Now I pray you obſerve, he that believes aright in 
God cannot believe any Creature to be God ; it then 
it were ( asthe Papiſts would have it ) that 'tis no Ido- 
latry to worſhip the Creatures unleſs you believe them 
Gods ( which a right believer cannot do ) it muſt needs 
follow, that a right behever, lethim adore Saint or An- 
gel, man or Devil, with all his heart, with all his ſoul, 
yetnot believing them Gods { which he cannot do) 1s 
not, cannot be guilty of Idolatry : was there ever any 


thing more madly affrmed ? *Tis evident then, as I ſaid 


before, that Idolatry conſiſts not in wrong Belief, but in 


wrong Worſhip; and fo, to give divine Worſhip to a 


Creature, conſiſts not in worſhipping that Creature with 
belief *tis a. God ( which a true believer cannot do) but 
in worſhipping it with ſuch Worſhip wherewith we wor- 
{hip God; that is, by kneeling, praying, making vows 


to it, and the like, which we do, and ſhould do to God 


only, we having no other Worſhip to render to his di- 


vine Majeſty. And this Worſhip the Papiſts give to 


their Saints, and are hereby guilty of groſs Idolatry, let 


their belief be what it will. 


When the ancient Chriſtian Fathers accuſed the Hea- 


then Philoſophers of Idolatry, for giving divine Wor- 


{hip to their Heroes, the Philoſophers endeavoured to 
retort it upon the Fathers, acculing them in like man- 
ner for wigs Saints; and I pray you how did the 
Fathers wipe off that calumny ? was it by diſtinguiſh- 
ing in point of Belief { as the Papiſts now do ) and ſaying 
that they did believe in the true God, and-did not call 
the Saints Gods, but the Creatures of God, and fo 
worſhipped them as Creatures only ? no ſuch matter, 
the Fathers made no ſuch reply, but abſolutely denied 
the matter of fact, and ſaid, they did not at all wor- 
ſhip the Saints, but God alone, and only honoured the 

| : = Saints 
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- Saints as holy men. and their fellow-ſervants of God; as 
you may ſee moſt clearly ſet down by St. Auſt in.his 
Eight and Tenth Books de Civ. Dei; where he -parti- 
cularly enumerates the parts of Divine Worſhip ;as Sa- 
crifice, Invocation, Dedication of Churches and Altars, 
Oblations and vows ( which the Scripture appropriates 
to God ) all which the Greeks, ſaith he, compriſe in one 
word, viz. Zatreia; but the Latins have not any one 
word of full ſfignification to exprels it : and then St. -4u- 
ſtiz flatly denies that the Chriſtians do give Zatreia, that 
is, any part ofthis Divine Worſhip, to the Saints, and 
there challenges the Heathens to-prove the.. Contrary. 
if they can. Whereas *tis as evident as the Sun-at 
noon-day , that the Papiſts do give, not one, but all 
thoſe parts of Divine Worſhip, called in general Za- 
zreia, unto their Saints, .unlefs it be the ſacrificing of 
Beaſts, this they reſerve to God alone, and truly he is. 
much beholding to them. for it ;- they. will .give unto 
him the fleſh of Bulls, Rams, Goats, but unto the. Saints. 
their own, their. Hearts and Lips ; the Saints ſhall have 
their living,holy and acceptable .Sacrifice,the very Soul 
of the Sacrifice, and God ſhail have. the dead Body e- 
ven-ſtinking in his divine noſtrils, which his Soul loaths 
and abharrs,as he hath often declared in his holy Word. 
It was the devout prayer of the heart that ſanCtified and: 
made acceptable the ſacrifice of the Beaſts, without 
which they were an abomination unto God, andare now 
in the pure times- of the. Gofpel wholly laid aſide, and- 
the Calves of our Lips and of our-Hearts and Souls, is 
the ſacrifice of the Chriſtians, and the Principal part of 
Divine Worſhip. Now Iaska Papiſt, was it lawful for 
the Jews to ſacrifice Beaſts to Angels or deceaſed Patri- 
archs, the very cheifeſt of them, Noah, Abraham, Moſes, 
had not this been Idolatry in them, who can deny it? 
and why had this been Idolatry ? Becaule Sacrifice 15.4, 


Divine - 
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Divine Worſhip, and to give Divine Worſhip to' any? 
Creature, is Idolatry : Is it not much more Idolatry, to: - 


give unto Michael, Gabriel, Abraham, Moſes, the purer, 
the holier, the diviner part of God's Service, the Wor- 
ſhip of Prayer ? is not this greater Idolatry, can any: man» 
of lence deny it ? and yet this more holy part, more di-- 
vine Sacritice,the Papiſts-give unto their Saints; and ir 
ſum, there is not any one thing that true Chriſtians do, 
or can do to God, but the Papiſts do the very ſame tor 
Saints,and tranſcendently to the Bleſſed Virgin,to whorvy 
the generality of the Papiſts pay ten times as much de- 
votion,as to: God; and are ſo far from being reproved for: 
it,as they are encouraged to it by their greateſt Doctors. 

I cannot but wonder at the groſsand ridicutous miſtake, 
or rather abuſe ur wreſting of St. Auſtir*s word Latreia, 
which he puts as a general word comprifing all parts of 
Divine Worſhip ; but the Papiſts turn it quite to another: 
ſence,and will underſtand thereby the Belief wherewithr 


they worſhip, which is not at all to St. :2/tiz's purpoſe; . 


for there he mentions not any thing of Belief, But Mat- 
ter of Fact, viz. what Worſhip 154-and ought to be: 


given to God only ; as 1mnvocation by Prayer, Dedica- 
tion of Churches, Altars, Oblations, Vows ; all whictr 


in St. Auſtiz's ſence is: Zatreia : and all this the Papiſts 
gre to the Bleſſed Virgin and Saints: - But (fay the Pa- 
piſts) they do not give thts with 'Zatreza, that is, they 


do not believe them Gods when they: worſhip them; + 


which they :cannot do, as I ſhewed before. And thus 


they give them Zatreia, but not with Zatreia, Divine 


Worſhip, but not with Divine Worſhip; a moſt ridi- 
culous juggling foppery. Perchance a Similitude may 
make this matter plainer;thus, TheKing makes a Law that 
it. ſhall be Treaſompuniſhable with death, to give King- 


ly honours,to a ſubjeCt,and then declares whathe means + 


by Kingly honours;-asto ſet.a Crown onhis head to call 


hum & 
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' himi Majeſty, to ereft for him a Chair of State, to ſerve 
him on the knee, &c. all which the King comprizes in 
one word Royalty, and, as I ſaid, makes it treaſon to 
give Royalty, to any Subject. Now the Earl of Xe, 
to whom the people of that Country are much devoted, 
comes thither to a Gentlemans Houſe, who the more 
to magnifie this great Earl, ſets a Crown on his 
head, calls him Majeſty, erects hima Chair of State, 
ſerves him on the knee, &c. my Gentleman is called in 
queſtion, accuſed of Treaſon for giving Royalty to the 
Earl; the Gentleman confeſſes all the FaQ, but pleads 
that he did not believe the Earltobe King, nor did in- 
tend to ſet him as a King, but only to give him all the 
honour he could ;*its true he gave him Royalty in every 
-part, but not with Royalty : the King, though full of 
indignation for ſuch a bold preſumption and total 
breach of his Law, burſt out into laughter at the Gen- 
- [:tleman's ridiculous Plea, and anſwers the Gentleman, 
Well, you gave your honoured Earl all the honour due 
to me, you gave him Royalty, but not with Royalty ; 
:fo you ſhall die the death of a Traytor, but not as a Tray- 
tor. Iſuppoſe 'we ſhall at the day of judgment hear 
the Papiſts ſubtil Dotors make this rare plea and excuſe 
for their Idolatry, and diſtinguiſh the point ; ?its true 
-they gave the Saints Zatreza, but not with Zatreia; and 
I fear weſhall hear their heavy doom for it. Alas, poor 
-wretches! the plain Text of Scripture muſt then take 
place, the ſubtil Diſtinctions of Aquinas and Scotus will 
then be rediculous and eternally deplorable folly, x Cor. 
I.20. There is the wiſe? where is the ſcribe? where is the 
aiſputer of this world? bath not God made fooliſh the wiſ- 
dom of this world ? God of his infinite mercy open 
their eyes to ſee and bewail this their dangerous 
folly. 


Saints 


The plain and clear Truth is this They worſhip the 


—— 
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Saints and chiefly the Bleſſed Virgin juſt as God,or rather - 
more than God;it will be no excuſe toſay they do not be- - 

lieve her to be the very God, nor call her God; for, as 1 
ſhewed before, *tis not the belief,nor the calling her God, 


. makes it Idolatry, but giving her the Worſhip due to - 


God. And forthe fuller conviQtion of the Papiſts, I pray 
obſerve,that though they do not call her in that very ex- 
preſs word, God; yet they give her words and titles 
tully declaring her a Goddeſs, as much or more than the 
Heathens did their Goddeſſes: all which I cannot doubt 
but ſhe fully deteſts, her Humility being as great as her 
Dignity, and indeed raiſed her to it, as fhe expreſſes in - 
her Magnifieate, That God regarded the lowlinefs of his 
handmaidea ; ſurely then ſhe cannot but abhorr that 
they ſhould call her Queen of Heaven and make Ob- 
lations to her,ſo exprefly declared Idolatry in Scripture, 
Fer. 7.18. They make their ſupplications and call upon-- 
her in time of trouble, and even in the point of death, 
which God expreſly requires to be performed to him- 
ſelf, Pal. 50. 15. As God is calledthe Father of mercy, 
ſo .is ſhe called the Mother of Mercy : as Chriſt is called 
the Tree of Life, ſo is ſhe, and a hundred more fuchdi- 
vine Attributes they give unto her, as you may read 
in their printed Books of Litanies and Prayersto her, 
ſufficient to make a man tremble with horror and amaze- 
ment to read 'the wild, as well-as wicked'blalphemous - 
Titles their extravagant fancies invent to give her. Let: 
any Chriſtian Soul, who can but read the Scripture and 
underſtand common Sence,judge ifthis be.not Iodolatry; . 
for the Titles they give her do much more imply a Deity, 
than the word, God, an1 is far greater Idolatry. 
There is one thing more, worthy your conſideration - 
in this buſineſs. - All the learned Papſts know that the | 
ancient Fathers did urge, as a main Argument to prove - 


the Deity of the Holy Ghoſt, the. Ubiquity of his ope- 
rations 
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ation inthe hearts of the faithful all the world oyer:; 
clear evidence of a divine Power whichno Creature is 
capable of: and will not the ſame Argument hold, to 
prove the Deity of the Bleſſed Virgin, if ſhe, as the 
Papiſts believe, be able to be helpful to all her de- 
voted Supplicants from all the four Quarters of the 
World at the ſame.time ? Upon her great Feſtival-days, 
how many millions of Papiſts do at the ſame inſtant fay 
unto her that Hymn, Ave Maris Stella, wherein are con- 
teined theſe words, Zhou that art the meekeſt of all,make 
us meek and chaſte, grant unto us a holy life and ſafe jour- 
zey. Theſe and a hundred the like expreſſions they uſe 
unto her. Now I pray obſerve ; ſure the Papiſts ſup- 
poſe ſhe can do this which they pray for,otherwiſe they 
are ridiculous to.pray -for it.: ſo then they believe that 
ſhe can work upon the hearts of her ſupplicants all the 
World over, making them meek and chaſte, cc. at the 
ſame time; whichwas the Argument to prove the Dei- 
ty of the Holy Ghoſt : doth it not in like mariner prove 
the Deity of the Bleſſed Virgin? and doth not this their 
beliefand praice make her a Goddeſs ? and doth not 
this make them Idolaters in full meaſure ? what did the 
Heathens more ? Nay, doth not the praying to her or a- 
ny other Saintat fo vaſta diſtance,and ſuppoſing them 
to hear, imply a Deity in them? Is not this tar be- 
yond the ſphere of Activity in any Creature? Can any 
Creature hear their praying voice one quarter ofa mile? 
{ure then they muſt be ofa Divine power, to hear ſo 
many millions and millions of miles ; much more is it 
a Dive property to {ce the thoughts of their heaztsat 
that diſtance, or indeed to ſee them at all, were they 
never ſo nigh; for God alone is the ſearcher of hearts: 
yet the Papiſts often offer up to them the meditation of 
their hearts, as well as the voice of their mouth, making 
both mental and vocal Prayer unto them; is not this 
| apparently 
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apparently to make themGods ? As for that rare excuſe, 
That though the Saints hear not our prayers, much leſs 
ſee our hearts at this diſtance, yet they ſee all in God's 
infioite comprehenſive Heart. Hold, I beſeech you, 
whither are we come? toexcuſe Idolatry, I fear, with 
horrid Blaſphemy 3 are the Saints then the ſearchers of 
God's Heart and know all his ſecrets? this is Det- 
ty in the higheſt degree : no,” but 'God of his infi- 
nite Goodneſs diſcovers this to the Saints : may I 
be ſo bold as to ask, who diſcovered this to the Pa- 
piſts ? why, St. Francis, St. Dominick , St. Tonating, 
and many others, in their Seraphical Meditations. have 
been rapt up into the third Heaven , yea, far high- 
er than St. Pax/, into the ninth Heaven, and have 
had this and much more reveiled to them. Pardon 
me, I humbly conceive, 'tis far more unlawful for 
theſe Seraphical Saints to utter theſe words, than it 
was for Saint Paul toutter what he heard in the third 
Heaven. q 
— Sir, I hope neither you nor any rational Man will build 
his Faith and Salvation upon their vain Legends ; well 
may they twattle theſe things to Children, not to ſeri- 
ous Men who build their Faith on the infallible Word 
of God alone, where we find not one word of all this, 
but much to the contrary. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord 
thy God , and him only ſhalt thou ſerve ; If God only, 
ſure no other. Wherefore St. John in his Revelation 
tells us, how he was twice ſeverely rebuk'd with a Cave, 
for his worſhipping the Angel, See thou do it not, I an 
thy fellow-ſervant , worſhip God. But the Papilts will 
needs have thisto be a Complement only of humility in 
the Angel, to this great Apoltle St. John, truly a'very 
ſevere form of Complement; See thou do zt not ; which 
ſounds to me rather a Threat than a Complement, and 


in the Original, the Greek ſounds more a Threat than 
C Our 
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our Engliſh expreſſes : and ſure we ſhould the rather 

take it ſo, becauſe St. Paul doth fo expreily forbid the 
worſhipping of Angels, as a Will-worſhip according to 

to the Will and Doctrine of men, under pretence of 
humility, but is indeed out of Pride, vainly puff 'd up 

in their fleſhly minds, intruding into thoſe things they have 

ot ſeen, and obtruding them as ſaving Doctrines upon 

their ignorant Proſelytesz- which thing all that are god- 

ly wiſe according to Scripture, muft needs hold fooliſh 

and ſinful, all being fo fully laid out untous by St. Pax/ 

Col. 2. and again, 1 Tim. 2. 5. There is one Mediator be- 

tween God and man, the manChriSt Feſws. Come unto me 

all ye that travel and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

ry Call unon me in the time of trouble, and I will hear 

thee. The Scripture ſaith their is one Mediator between 

God and man, the Papiſts - will needs have many, whe- 

ther more« fooliſhly or more ſinfully *tis hard to fay : for, 

have they any Mediator more powerful, or more mer- 

citul, or more willing to hear and help them ? nay, put 

the Power, the Love; the Mercy of all Saints and Bleſ- 

ſed Virgin together, is it greater, 1s it equal, is it near 

in any degree, can it add one degree to the infinite 

Power and Love and Mercy of Chriſt God and Man? \ 
is it not blaſphemy to affirm it ? is it not then great ſin- 

tulneſs, great madneſs to ſeek any other, as if he were 

not complete ?. as if he could not, or as if he would 

not do what he promiſes to do? Will not his Power, 

his Promiſes, his Command oblige thefe Self-will-wor- 

ſhipping Papiſts to come to this One Mediator ? no, but 

they will goto others to their own wilful deſtruction. 

As for that poor weak excuſe, That we may as well, or 

rather pray to Saintsin Heaven to pray for us, than pray 

Men on Earth to pray for us, 'tis not worth the anſwer- 

ing; the diſparity is ſo great ; for the latter is an a&t of 

mutual Charity, to which we are commanded ; the for- 
mer 
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mer an act of Religious worſhip which we are forbid- 
den, as I have ſhewed. But had ſome great admirer of 
St, Francis here on earth then built a Church in his ho- 
nour,ecrected an Altar, ſet him or his Picture on it, kneel'd 
down and prayed to him, had not this been groſs Ido- 
latry 2 The Idolatry is the ſame, and the folly greater, 
now heis in heaven, becauſe there he neither hears nor 
ſees their Devotion. Certainly, Sir, I need ſay no more 
in this point, but paſs to another part of the Papilſts I- 
dolatry, thetr worſhipping of Images, 

A Papiſt lately had the ſtrange confidence (T will not 
fay impudence) to put out'a Pamphlet, wherein he at- 
firmed, that they make no other uſe of Pictures and Sta- 
tues, than meerly as Remembrancers of thoſe perſons 
or things they repreſent 3 and ſo when they enter the 
Churches or other places where they are ſet up.they give 
them only ſome glancing looks to this end, far from 
any Worſhip ; and to aſſure you of this, he farther 
adds, that when they are by age or accident decayed, 
ſoas not well to repreſent what they were made for, 
they cut them in pieces and burn them, as any other 
common Wood ; ſo little reverence do they afford the 
Pictures or Statues themſelves, What credit can you 
give ſuch perſons who ſo monſtrouſly prevaricate 2 who 
ever yet ſaw the Papiſts burn any one ancient Picture, 
ever ſo decayed and defaced by Antiquity, but rather 
reverence it much more 3 as you may ſee by the anci- 
ent Picture or Statue of the Bleſſed Virgin, reported 
to be made by St. Luke, whereof more by and by, 
Let us now fee what paſling glances they give to 
them. 

Among the multitude of their various Devotions uſed 
on good Friday, this is one 3 A Crucifix which ſtands 
on the Altar, is taken down and laid on a Cuſhion, at 
the ſteps which aſcend to the Altar 3 the Biſhop or chiet 
C 2 Prieſt 
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Prieſt their preſent, falls down on his knees at a little 
diſtance from it, riſing up and advancing a ſtep or two, 
falls down again 3 the third time comes to the Croſs, 
and there proſtrate along kiſles the Crucifix again and 
again, with all reverence and aftection.z. and fo the reſt 
ot the Clergy ia order, and many other Devotees, as 
far as the time will permit: the mean while the Quoire 
chants forth a Hymn, Dnlce Lignum, dulces Clavi, &c.. 
5weet Wood, jweet Nails, &c. Call you theſe paſſing 
glances, to proſtrate on the ground and adore them ? 
But I pray farther obſerve ; the Crucifix ſtood before 
on the Altar, a place mott conſpicuous to be ſeen and 
put them in remembrance of Chriſt 3 were this all, as 
they fallly pretend, wiy then take it down ? meerly 
to expreſs their great devotion to it, by humbling them- 
ſelves to the ground to kits it. 

But they will tell you this their Devotion 1s to Chriſt, 
for the honour done to his Image redounds to Chriſt: 
1 anſwer, that's falle however, that they uſe Piqures 
only as remembrances, and give them no Worſhip ; for 
they confeſs a Worlhip to the Picture 1n relation to 
Chrift, as we forſooth to the Kings Chair of State, 
What would the Papiſts have done without this Chair 
of State? 'tis a main Argument with them, and they are 
perpetually dunning our ears with 1t 3. and I ſhall in 
requital now dunn them, 'and ſhew their abſurdity, 
Firit then, did they ever ſee any, the moſt obſervant 
Courtier (the King himſelf being pertonally. preſent in 
{ome other part of the room) go up to the Chair of 
State, make his leg formally to that, or knee] down 
and kiſs it, and if he did, would not all count him ri- 
diculous? Yet the Papiſts do this to their Crucifix, 
Chriſt himſelf being both: perſonally and corporally 
(as they believe ) their preſent on the Altar in their 
Hoſtz- are not. they then as ridiculous ? Secondly, Do 


Men. 
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men naturally of themſelves perform this homage to- 
the Chair of State, or by Court-order? Bring a Country 
Gentleman ever ſo rational, ever fo civil, to Court ; 
where at the Gate 1s erected ([. will ſuppoſe-it fo for ar- 
gument ſake) a goodly Statue of the King, then carry 
him upto the Guard-Chamber where hangs a fair P1- 
cture of the King, then into the Preſence-chamber where 
ſtands this Chair of State : Let my ceremonious Papiſt 
take this civil Gentleman. and conduct him along, and 
ſay nothing to him of Court-order, but tell him, that's 
the King's Statue, that's his Picture, that's his Chair of 
State 3 if my Gentleman of himſelf take off his Hat, and 
make a Leg to the fir{t, ſecond or third, be he ever {© 
devoted to Royalty, then take off my Head : but when 
he comes inta the Prefence-chamber, if. his Conductor - 
tell him, 'tis the Order of Court to put of? the. Hat 
where-ever he ſees a Chair of State erected, as repre- 
ſenting the Kings Majeſty, no doubt but Reaſon and Ci- 
vility both, will move him to obſerve Court-orders while 
he 1s there. But 'tis probable Reaſon may prompt this 
Country Gentleman to ask, why he muſt not as well 
put off his Hat to the Statue at the Gate, or Picture, 
ſo much more lively repreſenting the King ? I believe 
my Papiſt Conductor will ſcarce find any other reaſon- 
able Anſwer to give him, than that there is a Court- 
order for the one, and none for the other. *Tis evi- 
dent then that the Order only makes the Ceremony 
obſerved at Court, not the Chair of State : So if, my 
Papiit can ſhew me a Divine Order to kneel down, and. 
proſtrate my ſelf toa Crucitix,in honour to Chrilt, I ſhall 
as readily do it as he, adore it, kiſs it, hug it, any thing 
which God tells me 1s acceptable to - his divine Good- 
neſs: But- ſeing I cannot find any thing from God t9- 
this purpole, but much to the contrary, and that whick 


ſeems to.my poor Underſtandivg as fuli and. clear a. 
Prohibition; 
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'Prohibitiou as can bez Thow ſhalt 10t make to thy ſelf a- 
z:y graven Image to bow down to it or worſhip it. And 
therefore the Popiſh Doctors (as you know Sir ) do 
wiſely in their Generation , daſh out of their Deca- 
logue this Commandment, and ſupply it by dividing 
the laſt of Coveting into two parts 3 pretending that 
this Commandment againſt Images was a meer Cere- 
monial Command to the Jews, ſo prone to Idolatry, 
that it was not lawful for them ſo much as to make 
Pictures, which. hath ever. been allowed to Chriſtians 
by all ſober moderate perſons. And I pray what ſober 
moderate perſon will ſay it was; unlawful for the Jews 
to make Pictures, ſeeing God himſelf appointed them to 
make ſome, but neither appointed nar allowed them to 
worſhip any, but abſolutely forbad it 3 and therefore the 
Brazen Serpent, made by God's own appointment, was 
broken when worſhipped ; which clearly confutes Dr. 
Thorndick's \uppoſal in his Nineteenth Chapter, That 
- the Commandment only forbids the worſhipping of I- 
dols, that is by his interpretation, Statues ſet up in ho- 
nour of falſe Gods: for the Brazen Serpent was not an 
Idol ſet up in honour of any falſe God, but in honour 
of a Mercy conferred by the true God; yet broken 
down when worſhipped, contrary to this Command- 
ment. And I pray you obſerve how this Serpent is 
ranked with the Images and Groves, and other Idola- 
trous things deſtroyed by good Hezekiah. And what 
was the Idolatrous Worſhip given to this Brazen Ser- 
pent? They did burn Incenſe to it, the very ſame the 
Papiſt Prieſts do to their Images of Chriſt, the bleſſed 
Virgin, and Saints. And ought they not likewiſe to be 
broken down as well as the Brazen Serpent ſet up in ho- 
nour of the true God, and which is more, by the ſpe- 
cial Command of the true God, which the Papiſts have 
not for their Images? Yet Dr. Thorndick, will needs 
have 
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haveit, that there is no fear of Idolatry among Chri- 
ſtians now, though we now ſee ſuch groſs Idolatry com- 
mitted by them. 

"Tis evident then that this Commandment concerns 
Chriſtians as well as Jews and all Mankind ; for give 
me lieve to fay, that all Mankind always were, and will 
be, prone to Idolatry, as appeared by the groſs Ido- 
latrous Worſhip of the wiſeſt Heathens of old , the 
Greeks and Romans 3 the Chineſes and Papiſts now. 
We are by nature very fenſual, much pleaſed with ſen- 
fible things, but averfe toſpiritual. To worſhip God 
tn Spirit and in Truth is a ſublime thing far above Na- 
ture; this will always incline men to Idolatry and to- 
worſhip God by ſenfible things, by Pictures and Ima- 
ges, contrary to his Command. And you may be ſure 
the Devil will be more forward to tempt Chriſtians to: 
it, than ever he was to tempt Jews or Heathens, his 
malice being more againſt us, which makes our danger 
of Idolatry greater than theirs, being as prone by Na- 
ture, and more tempted by the Devil. This made St. 
Auſtin very aver(e to Image-worſhip, and gives the rea- 
fon in his Tra on, Pſal. 113. Plus walent Simulacra ad 
curvandam infelicem animam, &c. Images having the 
appearance of men, with eyes, ears, mouths, hands, and 
the like, do more deprave the minds of their Worſhippers, 
and more encline them to Tdolatry, than they are re&t:- 
fied and kept from Tdolatry, in that the Image doth not 
really ſee, hear , ſpeak,, and the like. Tis (trange the- 
Papiſts will allow this holy Father for a Door an4 
Saint of the Church, for no man in the World can ar- 
gue more againſt their Image-worſhip than he doth ;* tis 
true his whole Diſcourſe was intended againſt the Hea- 
thens, becauſe at that time there were no Chriſtians that- 
made uſe of Images by way of Worſhip; as now the Pa- 
pilts dozbut his Arguments are as clearly and fully again(t: 
the: 
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the Papiſts now, as they were againſt the Heathen then. 
The Heathens then told St. Auſtiz,that they did not wor- 
ſhip the Idol it ſelf, but the Deity repreſented by it ; juſt 
as the Papiſts ſay now 3 and St.- A»ſti» in etfeCt replies to 
both : Let them excuſe the matter. how they pleaſe, yet _ 
their praFice was abominable; for , faith he, the wor- 
ſhipping of any thing by an Image, doth ſoon bring the 
Worſhippers to forget the thing. repreſented, and apply 
their whole Worſhip to the Statue repreſenting, and 
come by degrees to be ſo affeFed to it, as to believe the 
very Statue ſees, hears, and furniſhes them with thoſe 
things they pray for, The people ſet up a Statue in honour 
to the Sun, and at length turn their backs to the Sun, but 
their faces to the Statue 5, pray, offer Incenſe, |acrifice, 
and perform all their devotions to that,' Here you have 
St. Auſtin's Opinion of Statue and Picture-worſhip, how 
by degrees it draws away the hearts of men from 
the Perſons repreſented by them, and brings them at 
length to worſhip the Statues themſelves. And this I- 
dolatrous inclination of the people is very much ad- 
vanced by the Popiſh Writers, who in their Legends 
mention ſeveral Statues and Pictures, which have moved 
and ſpoken to their Worſhippers, and thereby have _— 
made the filly people run a madding, and as the Scrip- 
ture phraſes it, ru 4 whoring after their Idols. So that 
Sr. Anitin's Qpinion 1s as fully verified among the Papiſt 
Chriſtians, as ever it was among Heathens, as you will 
ſ-e by that which follows. 

When - our late King of bleſſed memory went into 
Spin, ſeveral of this Nation were Eye-witneſles of 
wiat now relate z At Madrid, upon a Feſtival-day of 
th- Bleſled Virgin, the Biſhop, Prieſts, with hundreds F 
of Monks and Friars, and many thouſands of the City, 
went in ſolemn Proceſſion, carrying an Image of the 
B'cfled Virgin under a rich Canopy of State, born by 
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feveral Noble perſons, with innumerable Torches and 
Wax-candles born by others, the Prieſts and Religious 
Orders ſinging the Litany made to her, the houſes and. 
ſtreets all along garniſhed, . and here and there, at the 
houſe of ſome great perſon, much devoted to her, was 
erected an Altar moſt ſplendidly adorned, upon which 
the Image was ſet down to reſt, and ſome Hymn made 
to her was there ſung ; mean while the. Biſhop 'and 
Prieſts putting Iacenſe on-Cenſers, offer it up:to her: At 
length they came to a large place, where was an Altar 
on the one ſide, and a Theater on the other, magnifi- 
cently ſet forth 3 the Image was placed on the Altar, 
the Biſhop, Prieſts,@c. attending;the Actors come forth 
on the Theater, and begin a holy Comedy ; the peo- 
ple eager Spectators, forgetting their duty to' their La- 
dy on the Altar, flock round 'about the Theater; tie 
Officers of Miſrule with great indignation fall on the 
people fiercely, and forcing them to give place, make 
a Lane from the Altar to the Theater, that their Lady 
might have a full view of the Play ; a pleaſant Come- 
dy indeed, and made all our Engliſh Proteſtants very 
merry : but ſome of the diſcreeter. Engliſh Papiſts there 
preſent, were much troubled at this, ſuppoſing (with 
good reaſon) it would be laid home' to : their charge as 
groſs Idolatry : for, juſt as Saint AnStin faith, by the 
Papiſts great Devotion to this Statue, they came tobe- 
lteve it had ſeeing Eyes and hearing Ears, and fo par- 
takes much of this Comical entertainment ; and if: ſo, 
truly the Officers had juſt cauſe of indignation, to ſee 
the people ſo rudely ruſh between their Lady and the 
Theater. In the word of a Chriſtian I affirm, that one 
of the diſcreeter Engliſh Papiſts , there preſent, told 
me this paſlage, and therefore there can be no doubt 
of the truth. 
In the principal Church at Rome, dedicated to the 
D | Bleiled 
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Bleſſed Virgin, called Santa Maria Majore, The great 
holy Mary, 1s a moſt ſtately high Altar, and a little 
above it in the Wall is made a hollow place like a Ca- 
biner, where is reſerved a Picure, reported to be made 
by St. Luke, which is commonly ſhut up 3 but upon the 
ſpecial Feaſts of the Blefled Virgin 'tis expoſed to view, 
with ſtore of goodly rich ſilver Lamps burning before 
it, the ſmoak whereof hath black'd and quite defaced 
the Picture; (is it therefore caſt away into the fire ? 
mark) on the Door of this Cabinet 1s another freſh and 
excellent Picture, lively repreſenting the Bleſled Vir- 
gin ; yet this is no way reverenced in compariſon of 
the other: for when it is expoſed, it is juſt as if God 
ſhould vitibly come down from Heaven 3 you may fee 
perſons of very good quality as foon as they come with- 
in the Church-door fall down on their knees; and 
fo on their knees go creeping towards this Pifure, 
and when they approach near it, proſtrate themſelves 
on the Pavement, kiſs the ground , then up again , 
ſtretch forth their hands towards it , groan and ſigh 
as it they would breath forth and ejaculate their 
very Hearts unto it. What think you, Sir, of this ?: 
Again, | 

At that famous place Loreto, 1s reputed to be the ve- 
ry Houſe where the Bleſſed Virgin lived and nurſed. 
up our Saviour, tranſported thither by Angels ; ( Ter- 
ſelin the Jeſuit's Hiſtory of this is a rare Romamce : ) 
this is now converted into a Chappel, caſed about with 
fine Marble, and ſtands in the middeſt of a fair Church: 
built over it 3. this Chappel of the Houſe hath. an Al- 
tar at one end divided from- the reſt, and above over 
the Altar an Image of the Bleſſed Virgin with our Sa- 
viour in her arms, reported likewiſe to be made by 
St. Luke, no doubt of it, an excellent Painter and Sta- 
tuariſt, as wellas Phyſician 3 this Image alſo, with the 
CON-- 
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continual ſmoak of Candles and Lamps , Gold aud 
Silver of mighty value, is made as black as any 
Gypſie; inſomuch that the Vulgar believe that ſhe was 
made fo by her abode in Zgypt. To this Image they 
come in pilgrimage thouſands of miles, leaving at home 
Pictures and Statues far more lively repreſentations, but 
all is nothing to this. When men are in any danger by 
Sea, they vow ſome great offering for their deliverance, 
which hath filled ſeveral rooms there with a vaſt Trea- 
ſure (the Turks have long been greedy of this Prey :) 
the Devotion paid to this Image, by Pilgrims at their 
approach, is of the ſame ſtamp and rate, as the before- 
mentioned to the Picture. Thereis at the upper corner 
of this little Chappel a Door, which lets men into the 
place railed in for the Altar, over which the Image 
ſtands : and to be letinto this ſan@um ſanForum, the 
holiefſt of holies, fo near this divine Image (which is 
ſeen as well without) 1sa favour for which you mult 
well reward the Door-keeper ; this is the very Para- 
diſe of Souls, bleſſed is the man that enters here. And 
the reaſon why they pay this mighty veneration to this 
Image is, becauſe of the gteat Holineſs and wonder- 
ful Vertue they fancy in it: ſo holy, as whatſoever 
touches it, receives wonderful and powerful Virtue 
from it : wherefore they humbly deſire to have their 
Beads and Medals ſanftified thereby , and give them 
to the Keeper of the Cloſet, who hangs them on a forked 
Staff reſerved there for that purpoſe, and rubs them 
ſomewhat rudely on our Saviours and Ladies faces, and 
if he be more than ordinarily fee'd , their Faces aiſo 
pay doubly forit, bruſh'd and box'd with the Beads, 
to extra the more Virtue out of them : If you ask, why 
{o rude to their Faces ? the Reaſon is, the reſt 1s cover- 
ed with rich coſtly Garments, whereof they have 
great variety, and on the great Feſtivals moſt magnitt- 
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cent ; all being the Oblations of Devotees on ſeveral 
occaſions, If you ask again, why our Ladies Garments 
ſhould not be able to confer Vertue, as well as her 
Statue ? I muſt leave the Papiſt Prieſts to anſwer you, 
who reſerve this divine Myſtery cloſe in their breaſts; 
all that I obſerve and learn 1s, how divine a Power 
they attribute to this Statue , which is able to confer 
ſuch Vertue to dead Beads, as to give them the ſame 
power over Devils, as our Savtour gave his Apoſtles. 
For a pair of theſe Beads put about the'neck of any 
pollefled by the Devil, he is not able to endure the 
Sanctity thereof, but crying and roaring ruſheth forth, 
The Epheſian Image of Diana, which fell from Jupi- 
ter, came much ſhort of this 3 and therefore this much 
etter deſerves to be worſhipped by the whole World, 
of Papilſts at leaſt. And, Sir, never expect to beſaved 
with them, unleſs you worſhip with them : though 
the Prieſts, to get you to them, will tell you there's 
no neceſlity of worſhipping Images and praying to 
Saints, yet you muſt believe 'tis great Piety and pro- 
fitable Devotion to do both. Now he that believes 
this with them, and yet will not worſhip with them 
fure - deſerves not Salvation , rejecting ſuch helpful 
means 3 and if ever he be ſaved at length, he ſhall 
be ſure to fry in Purgatory till Doomſday 3 who 
will pray for his Soul, who refuſes to pray to our 
Lady, the Queen of Heavenand Earth, of Angels and 
Saints, &*c. | 
| Tcould goon to. relate the like Devotion to ſeve- 
ral other Statues of our Lady. as that of Sicham, Foy, 
Goodnews, E&*c. and ſome of other Saints , but this of 
Loretto carries the Bell clear away from them all 3. and 
 Thope I have faid enough to. keep you far from them 
all : for by what Lhave ſaid, you plainly fee St.. Aue 


fiin's words. verified, of. the Papiſts, as well as of the 
Heathens,. 
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Heathens, thatthe Papiſts think there is powerful Vers 


© tue in the very Statues , and that the Statues furniſh 


them with thoſe things they pray for 3 why elſe do 
they make Vows and: Pilgrimages to the Statue of Lo» 
retto, more than to any other Statue they haveat home ? 
and the Bleſled Virgin is as near them at home, as at 
Loretto : ſure they believe the Bleſſed Virgin alſo a- 
dores her own Statue at Loretto ( as he that was ena» 
moured of his 'own Picture in the water) and con» 
fers favours on them for that Statues ſake, becauſe ſhe 
is honoured for that Statues ſake; 'tis evident, becauſe 
they will not afford her thoſe rich Oblations elſewhere; 
but ſhe muſt go in: Pilgrimage alſo to Loretto torecerive 
them, and thank that Image for. them 3 and ſo at length; 
as St. Auſtin (ſaith, our Lady is ſet altide; and become 
the Shadow of her own Statue. God of his infinite mer- 
cy open their blind eyes, that they may ſee the. groſneſs- 
of their Idolatry. 

Setting this their Idolatrous Worſhip aſide, T honour 
the Bleſſed Virgin with . my heart, as much as any of 
them, and this they ſhall ſee, if everTI meet them before 
her the Bleſſed Mother of my Saviour, Bleſſed for ever. 
Amen. 

There remains yet the Third part of Popiſh Idolatry, 
committed in adormg:; the conſecrated Holt at the Maſs, 
which will require no further proof than the Confeſſion 
of their prime Doctors; That this their Idolatry is 2s8- 
groſs as ever any Heathens : were guilty of; if there be 
no Tranſubſtantiation. Now: that there is no Tranſub+ 
ſtantiation in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, there 
1s a large Volume learnedly written by ertor, Lord Bi. 
| ſhop off Durham, never yet anſwered. But you are not 
for ſuch long Trafts and-numerous Quotations 3 ſha 
we then conſider what-the Scripture ſaith in this matter?- 
where you. conceive. the Papilts. have more advantage 
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-again(t us, than in any one point controverted between 
us. Indeed it were ſtrange if in ſo many points in dif- 
ference, they ſhould not have ſome colour at leaft in 
Scripture for one or two. Let us fee what Scripture 
they have for their Tranſubſtantiation. A very clear 
one. Our Saviour taking Bread in his hand, ſaid, This 
is my Body. Sure we believe our Saviour could change 
Bread into his Body, why then do not we believe that 
he did change it ? Ipray you give me lieve to make the 
like Argument to you. Our Saviour as poſitively 
ſaid , I am the bread which came down from -hea- 
wer. Sure you believe our Saviour could change his 
Body into Bread, why then do not you believe he did 
ſo? Are wenot upon equal Terms ? It then you deny 
the latter to me, why may notl deny the former to you ? 
You ſee how unconſcionably they accuſe us as a ſenſual 
and faithleſs Generation, that will not believe any thing 
beyond our Senſes 3 do not we believe the Trinity, our 
Saviour's Incarnation, the Reſurreftion, and much more 
far above all Senſe and Reaſon allo? and ſhould as 
readily believe this, were there any juſt ground for 
it in Scripture. But the Papiſts come upon us again 
and urge, doth not our Saviour ſay, Joh. 6. My fleſh is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed, and much 
more in that Chapter ? I muſt confeſs the words in this 
Chapter are far more preſſing upon us than thoſe in 
Matthew : This is my body, &*c. tor 'tis apparent the words 
in Joby made many take them in a literal fence, as 
if Chriſt would give his very Fleſh and Blood to be 
eaten and drunk; whereat many of his Diſciples were 
much offended and went from him : but when at ſupper 
he ſaid, This is my body, and gave it hts Diſciples to eat, 
no man was oftended at it, or made any ſcruple to eat 
what he gave 5 Which no doubt ſome one at leaft 
would have done, had they apprehended it to be his 
very 
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very Fleſh, Tho##gs , who fo hardly believed his Re-- 
ſurreion, often declared unto him before hand, and at- 
teſted to hitm by all the reſt after, and the thing it ſelf 
fo tmich miore'eafie for him to believe, that the Soul 
ſhould enter the ſame: Budy but two whole days after 
death , when he had Ren Lazarxs raifed after four 
dayes 3 doubtleſs this flow believing Thomas would 
have ſomewhat boggled at: believing the bread con- 
verted into Chriſt's Fleſh; and to eat it ; yet we 
do not find he or ariy other was ſtartled at it, but 
fwallowed 'it down as readily as the former meat ; for 
our Saviour had before informed them, that the words 
he ſpake were ſpirit and life, therefore they ought not 
to be offended at them : all which makes me confi- 
dently beheve, they did not believe it to be Chriſt's 
very Fleſh, bat took the words as figuratively ſpoken, 
as youand all others do thoſe words, 7 am the bread,&c.. 
And I do as confidently believe, that had they be- 
leved wrong, our Saviour would have redihed their 
belief, and would have fully inftracted them. But- 
now, 1 befeech you conſider thoſe words 1n Foh. which: 
are ſo much more preffing for a literal ſence of Chriſts ve- 
ry fleſh given; if thoſe by the Papiſt DoCtors are taken: 
in a figurative fence, and will not be endured by them- 
in a. literal ſence, have you not much more reaſon to. 
take thoſe in Matthew in a figurative ſence ? The 
Papiſt Doctors dare uot take the Words of St. _ 
literally, becauſe they. fo clearly condemn the taking- 
away the Cup from- the Laity, and denying them the 
Blood of Chriſt , which: our Saviour there fo- abſo-- 
Jutely requires to-be drunk. by every one that will 
enter into Life. Now conlider into what a ftrait- 
the Papiſt Doctors have bronght themſelves into :- 
if they take the words literally, their taking away. 
the Cup-is declared: damnable to- the Laity 3 if _ 
taKe- 
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take them figuratively, their Tranſubſtantiation is 
condemned as a grand Impoſture. But , bleſſed be 
"God, we are free from both, and fully confirmed in 
_ the figurative ſence by St. Paul, 1 Cor. 11. 23. Where 
he tells the Corinthians that he delivered to them 
what he received of the Lord , who ſaid , This Cup 
zs the New Teſtament in my blood 5 which words differ 
much from thoſe ſpoken by our Saviour, and are as 
different in the ſence alſo, if taken literally ; for they 
denote a change of the Cup into Chriſt's Blood, and 
therefore of neceſſity muſt and are taken by all figura- 
tively , and then they fignifie the ſame with our Sa- 
viour's words : and I hope the Papiſts will not ac- 
cuſe St. Paul to have told the Corinthians a falſe 
Kory, and delivered that unto them which he never 
received of Chriſt. Sure you will rather ſtand up for 
St. Paul, and accuſe their Tranſubſtantiation of falfi- 
ty. I could dilate on this Subject much more 3; but 
I love brevity as well as you, and when you defire more 
there 1s enough to be ſeen in Biſhop 2/ortoz, &e. The 
Concluſion. is made by the Papiſt Doctors, that, 
there being no Tranſubſtantiation, they are as great 
Idolaters in adoring the conſecrated Hoſte , as a- 
ny Heathens ever were. God of his infinite mer- 
cy preſerve you from having any Communion with - 
them. | 


I ſhall now end this buſineſs, as I began with Dr. 
Thorndick's Judgement thereon. He, in his Sixteenth 
Chapter, ſpeaking of the Papiſts praying to Saints, 
ſaith, there was no ſuch thing in uſe till a good while 
«fter Conſtantine the Emperour, who died Anno Dom. 
350. fo that, by this Computation , it muſt be a- 
bout 400 years. And can any one in reaſon think it 
Ht to venture on ſo dangerous a practice in Religi- 
on 
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- en, unknowh to the Church 400 years, When Faith 
was pureſt, Devotion moſt fervent , Sanctity moſt e- 
minent, and when all helps to Salvation were moſt 
eagerly purſued , yet no praying to Saints practiſed 3 
which 1s now come to that height, as Dr. Thorndick 
himſelf there calls it, A precipice of horrible danger ; for, 
ſaith he, they ask the ſame things of the Saints, and e- 
ſpecially of the Bleſſed Virgin, in the ſame terms in which 
they are deſired of God, even in the holy Stripture. And 
this which the Doctor affirms, is moſt evident in their 
printed Books of Prayer; wherein though they ſome- 
times mention the Saints Interceſiion (and this we do 
to Chriſt alſo perfet God ) yet other times they pray 
to the Saints and Blefſed Virgin directly for the 
things. Thus you ſee they make no diſtinction between 
God, Chriſt, Bleſſed Virgin and Saints in their form 
of Prayer or things prayed for. And 1s not this Ido- 
 Iatry, far greater than to ſacrifice to them Bulls and 
Rams, to give them the divineſt part of God's Wor- 
ſhip? Is not this to deifie them in the higheſt degree ? 
Is not this to worſhip falſe Gods? They make them 
Gods as much as ever the Heathens made their Heroes 
Gods, for the Heathens believed their Heroes to be 
mortal Men, they knew them living, they ſaw them 
dying, but for their great Virtues believed their Souls 
were carried up into heaven. and therefore worſhip- 
ped God ; is not this the very ſame that the Papiſts 
believe and doto their Saints? is their any difference 
but only this, that the Papiſts do not call their Saints 
Gods, which, as I ſhewed before, matters not ? I ſay 
then again, that as the Heathens their Heroes, ſo the 
Papiſts make their Saints Gods 3 and ſure they are 
no true Gods, therefore falſe Gods, and they wor- 
ſhip theſe falſe Gods, are they not then Idolaters , 
according to Dr, Thoradick/ himfelf, and Scripture 
E. | alſo ? 
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alfo? Nor is this their Idolatry any way abated, but ra» 


ther aggravated, in that they know and believe the 
true God ; ſor the Heathens, who did not know the- 
true God, were far more excuſable in ſacrificing and 
communicating the ſame Worſhip to ſeveral Gods, there 
being no. great diſparity between Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, 
©*c. But for thoſe that know one God, the Creator 
of all things,and that the greateſt Angels,or Archangels, 
Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles or Martyrs,are but his Crea-. 
tures, of infinite degree inferiour to the Eternal Almigh- 
ty God, the poor creeping Worm in the duſt, is not ſo. 
far inferiour to an Emperour of the whole Earth; I 
ſay then, for them, who know this infinite Almighty 
Gad, to give the divine Worſhip due unto him, to poor 
wretched creatures,and alſo to Pictures and Images;even 
to Stocks and Stones, is ſo high and preſumptuous Ido- 
latry, as Heathens, not knowing the True One God, 
never were, nor could be guilty of, And yet notwith- 
ſtanding all this, Dr. Thorndick would: fain excuſe 
them from Idolatry, becauſe the Popiſh Church hath put 
forth a Profeſſion of Faith more tolerable than their 
Practice 3 juſt as if the Papiſts having made ſome de- 
claration of Allegiance to the King, ſhould be acquitted 
of the Gunpowder-Treaſon, endeavouring to blow up- 
the King, Queen, Prince, and Chief of the Kingdom 
at one clap. Truly by this Rule they may ſacrifice to 
Baal, and be excuſed fromTIdolatry. I am amazed to 
find that ſo rational and ſober a perſon ſhould difcourſe- 
ſo irrationally, fo wildly : he hath fully verified the- 
ald Saying, | 


—mrmnmnn——Scma inſanivinm omnes 
As for yourPoſiſcript wherein you ask,why we ſhould / 
© mach fear. the Growth of Popery, if their PraQi- 
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ces be ſo groſs and Idolatrous, as to be even ridiculous? 
I conceive *tis in part anſwered already, where I ſhew- 
ed how all Mankind is inclined to Idolatry, For 
ſure no man is ſo imple as to think, this Vice ran in the 
Blood of the Jews more than any other Nations, but 
rather leſs; for they all came out ofthe loins of Abrahar, 
the Father of the faithful,and conſequently according to 
Nature ſhould be rather better Believers than others: zad 
therefore it is a very filly ſuppoſal, that the Command- 
ments againſt Idolatry were interided more for the Jews 
than for any other Nation, but only out of God's ſpecial 
favour to them , and Fatherly care to preſerve them 
more trom it than other Nationsz whom he ſuffered to 
run on in their natural blindneſs and ſenſual Worſhip, 
till the Fulneſs of Time came for the Cenverfion of the 
Gentiles: Then God was pleaſed to make them equal 
partakers of the Favours and Graces beſtowed on the 
Jews ; then was the Light both of the Law and Goſpel 
manifeſted to all; and all Laws, not purely Ceremoni- 
al (which were aboliſhed in Chriſt) equally concerned 
all the Nations of the Earth, and ought to be eſteemed 
as gractous helps to preſerve us from things unlawful, 
not burthenſom reſtraints from things lawful. Where- 
fore Idolatry being ſo grievous a fin, and our Nature 

fo prone to carnal and fenſual Worſhip, Chriſtians, who 
le under ſo much a greater Obligation to ſerve God, 
ſhould be ſo much the more careful to avoid all tem- 
ptations toitz asthe worihipping of Saints much more 
futable to our carnal Nature, and more eaſily com- 
prehended by us, than the ſpiritual Worſhip of the in- 
comprehenſible God; in which the ſublimeſt part of 

Man, our Rational Faculty , Iabours hard, as we all 
find by ſad experience, and can ſcarce keep our thoughts 
raiſed up and fixed on it two or three minutes. This 


makes the Papiſts ſo much inclinable to the more eaſie 
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Wilt-worſhip of their Fellaw-creatures, and ſo expat» 
ate in their Devotions to the Saints, as God is at length 
almoſt forgotten by them, and all his divine- honours 
conferred on the Creatures. And ſoin like manner Sta- 
tues and Pictures being things very acceptable to our 
Senſes, and, as St. Anſtiz obſerves, by them work ſo 
powerfully on our Minds, as to inveigle our hearts to 
give them alſo much of God's Worſhip, we ſhould be 
extreme wary in the uſe of them, or having much con- 
verſe with thoſe that uſe-them 3; which made God ſo ſe- 
verely forbid the Jews matching with other Nations. 
Evil communication corrupts good \manners 3 very chaſte 
perſons, by degrees, become great Whoremongers and 
Adulterers, Terms in Scripture frequently grven. to Ido- 
laters , to ſhew the Sympathy our Carnal Nature: hath 
alike to both, and therefore ought to be reſtrained a- 
like from both, and ſevere Laws to. be made againſt 
both. The groſsneſs of the Sin will never deterr our 
groſs. Nature from it, no nor the folly of it neither.z 
Stultorum. plena ſunt omnia : a great part of the World 
conſiſts of filly Women and Children , pleaſed with 
Foys, which makes the weaker Sex- much incline to 
the trinketting Ceremonies of the Papiſts; and a great 
part of men are as weak as they 3. and. as: for. the ſmall 
remaining part of underſtanding men, their Reaſon is 
ſo depreſt by their affeqion to their Wives and Chil- 
dren, as they are content to go. to Puppit-plays with 
_ the one, and ride Hobby-horſes with the other. And 
when the general. Current of mens Devotion runs this 
flly carnal: courſe , and he thought to have no De- 
votion that runs not with them, wiſe men-will ſoon de- 
viate into the ſame lilly courſe, condemned: by them- 
{:lves, but applauded by others , rather than be con- 
demned. as irreligious by others, though applauded by 
themſelves. If Sacrates, the wiſeſt Heathen in the, 
World;, 
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World, and 89ſomoy, the wifeſt Believer in the World, 
forſook their own'Reafon to facrifice with the Vulgar 
and with Women 3 who may not be ſeduced into the- 
like Error? .ſo vaina thing is Man. He that Joveth dan- 
ger ſhall periſh therein, Ecclus. 3. 26. Thus I have en- 
deavoured to ſatisfie your Scruples, whereof if Fhave- 
failed, yet fure I have ſatisfied your deſires, requiring. 
it at my hands, which I have obeyed, as, 


SIR, 


Tour humble Servant. 


Books: 


"Books Printed for, and Sold by Charles Harper, at the 
Flower-de-luce , over againſt St. Dunſiaz's Church 
in Fleef-ſtreet. oem” | 


ew Additions, written by Owen Feltham Eſq; fol. 

Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, the Rozzan Empe- 

ror, his Meditations, treating of a' Natural Man's haps 

pineſs, wherein it conſiSteth, and of the means to attain 
anto it, in Ocavo. | 

England's Tndependency upon the Papal Power, Hiſtori- 
cally and Judicially ſtated : By Sir John Davies Attorney 
General iz Ireland, and by Sir Edward Coke, Lord Chief 
Juiticein England, iz Quarto. 

Machiavel's Diſcourſes upon the Firft Decade of T.Livius 
Tranflated ont of Italian; to which is added his Prince: 
with ſome Marginal Animadvuerſions noting and taxing his 
Errors, in Octavo. 

The Elorentine Hiſtory in Eight Books, written by Nicho- 
las Machiavel, Citizen and Secretary of Florence ; now 
exa@ly Tranſlated from the Italian, in Ottavo, 

Remains concerning Britainz Their Names, Languages, 
Surnames, Alluſions, Anagramms, Armories, Moneys, In 
preſſes, Apparrel, Artillery, Wiſe Speeches, Proverbs, Poeſtes, 
Epitaphs: Written by William Camden Eſq; Clarenceux 
King of Arms, ſurnamed the Learned, with many Additi- 
015, in Octavo. 

An TntroduGion to the Holy Scripture, by Henry Lukin, 
. in Octavo. 

Popery abſolutely deffru@Five to Monarchy, proved by ſe- 
veral Examples on many Forreign Princes, but more eſpeci- 
ally on the Kings of this Nation, in Octavo. 

Several Sorts of Law-books in Folio and Oftavo. 


FINIS. 


R Eſolves, Divine, Moral, end Political, with ſeveral 


